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September 2018
Welcome to Issue 2
As the majority of National competitions are now
complete and with the Inter Regional Championships around the corner it seemed like a good
time to have a new edition of the newsletter.
Martin
President’s Report
The AGM earlier this year saw me give a brief report on what was had been
going on and our plans for the future. A full version will be included in the
minutes but I thought you might be interested in the following summary:
1.How would you describe our year since the last AGM? What have the
highlights been from your perspective? The absolute highlight was watching Samantha
Thatcher collect her gold medal in the Women’s Espoirs Shooting event in Rouen. Absolutely
wonderful – there weren’t many dry eyes in the England camp, and as the competition was
combined with the senior men’s Europeans and the men’s European espoirs there was a goodsized group there to celebrate, including some spectators.
2.How is the change to selection going? There are teething issues, and communication challenges but I back it whole heartedly and believe that the National Performance Panel will be
able to move this programme forward.

3.Coaching and umpiring are two key parts of developing and supporting our sport,
what progress has been made in these two areas? Coaching goes from strength to strength,
I think every time Colin & I have contact he tells me how many more coaches we have. There is
still work to be done with umpiring but again, I am hopeful that we can really make inroads
into achieving our aims this year.
4.The change of structure is now complete, what next? Firstly, I would like to thank all the
members who voted in our ballot. While the turnout may seem low, in comparison with similar
votes in other organisations we achieved a very respectable response. Now we need to get the
various special interest bodies operational and providing the Board with the support they
need to both ensure the day to day operation and allow strategic and developmental work to

be done more effectively.
5. The Inter-Regional Tournament continues to be the highlight of the year for many,
how are plans for this year going? Planning is progressing, and in many ways we are ahead
of last year. As ever the popularity of the event means there are accommodation issues – there
just aren’t enough usable beds at Mill Rythe for all those who want to stay there. This year we
have introduced an initial allocation of beds to each Region that shares those spaces around
the Regions as fairly as we can. The next couple of weeks will see work being done to release
any unused spaces to those on the waiting list but this may take a little while so please bear
with us. Thank you to all the Regional booking reps who have worked with us on this. We are
also just clarifying whether we will need any Regional Combined teams and hope to have that
information available very soon to allow Regions to plan accordingly.
6.Are there any changes at the international level that will impact on us? The campaign
for inclusion of Boule Sports in the 2024 Olympics is gaining momentum, so hopefully more
will progress from there. The CEP have decided to split junior competition into single sex
teams – we are reviewing the ramifications of this, and waiting full details, to determine how
we need to adapt to it. There are arguments for and against this change, more participation
opportunities – particularly for girls – but increased costs and potentially a very small pool of
candidates may limit competitiveness. On a different note we have been approached by the
company organising the 2019 World Transplant Games in Newcastle to provide assistance and
organisation for the pétanque competition and this has led to planning some coaching with
the GB team ahead of this year’s games in Switzerland.
7.We still look light on female and younger member representation on the MC. Any
thoughts on how we can address this? We have improved our female participation with
Kath Brooks joining us but we would love to have a more diverse Board. Hopefully the various
special interest groups will allow more people to feel they can get involved in the operation of
the sport in a more directed way and we will see greater diversity that way.
Do you have any skills or experience that could help us achieve our aims? The various new
special interest groups, such as Events (to organise competitions), National Performance Panel
and the Coaching and Umpiring commissions are always interested to hear from you if you
have something to contribute and we are always looking for help in promoting and developing involvement, particularly in under-represented goups.

INTER-REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—1
Preparations are well under way for this.
The new booking system, trialled for this year, has seen record numbers of players based at Mill
Rythe itself.
There have been some teething problems, but rarely is progress made without some glitches
and unintended consequences. The situation will all be reviewed after the championships are
finished and adjustments made where we can to ensure the best possible experience for everyone.
We have altered the Junior competition this year a little to give
them more games, which hopefully they will find enjoyable.
A lot of hard work is required to get the playing area ready on Friday and cleared away again on Monday so if you are able to assist
at all your assistance will be most welcome. We start about 10 on
Friday morning, and those armed with battery-powered drills will
be welcome with open arms.
I look forward to seeing you all in a few short weeks and hopefully
the good weather will continue and I won’t need my waders, snorkel or other wet weather gear.

SENIOR SQUAD RANKING COMPETITIONS 2018
A large number of players entered the various events this year with some fantastic
performances, particularly at the Titles Weekend, this year held in Gravesend for
the first time. The various women’s competitions that weekend were great and
saw some stunning performances, especially
from Ella Slade, one of our youngest players.
The event will be back there again in 2019
and hopefully we will have an equally enjoyable event.
We also had a number of other occasions
when we combined two events to create a
weekend of pétanque which seems to have
been popular.
The National Performance Panel and Events
Group will review both the results and the
operation of all the qualifying events this
year during their end of season meetings so if you have any feedback please contact Martin Hughes (vp@petanque-england.co.uk) or David Mason
(chair.events@petanque-england.uk)

HOME NATIONS TOURNAMENT
If you recall, in the last issue I encouraged you to enter the Home Nations Qualifier for the chance to wear an England shirt? We had a very
successful qualifying competition and early August saw 8 teams head to
Jersey for the main event. For some it was indeed their first time of representing their country and a great time was had by all.
A full report will be presented to the Pétanque England Board in due
course, but as you may have seen England once again were the winners.
However, this year a combination of home advantage and a stated commitment to toppling us saw Jersey come very close to winning. At the
start of the final round it could have gone either way and it seemed to
take a very long time before we achieved the required 3 wins to guarantee victory.
The organisation by Jersey Pétanque Association was exemplary and
coupled with the fabulous weather, provided a great competition.

OLYMPIC BID & PUBLICITY
As you may have heard there is currently an attempt being made for
Sport Boules to be included in the Olympic Games for 2024 and 2028.
The Games will be in Paris in 2024 which is no doubt part of the reason for the timing of the bid.
Sport Boules covers Pétanque, Boules Lyonnaise and Raffa. More
about the bid can be found here https://www.boules-sport.org/uk/
This was picked up a few days ago by The Times, and there was both a
news article and a leader piece on it. BBC Breakfast then discussed the
news article and, a very short while later, the BBC Local Radio news
team emailed asking if anyone was available from Pétanque England
to discuss the article, the bid and the sport in general.
So, off I went to New Broadcasting House and spent an hour or so
chatting to various local news presenters around the country.
And I also had a chat with a couple of presenters on Talk Sport.
Hopefully someone who knew nothing about the sport, or who had
seen it on holiday but not realised it was played here, will be interested enough to find out more.
I encourage you all to spread the word, and support the Olympic candidacy at every opportunity.

The sight that greeted me in the studio. I promise I didn’t press any buttons, honest.

INTER-REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—2

For those of you who have been to the Inter-Regional Championships
before, you may have noticed that there are a few familiar faces absent
this year.
Whilst we are all enjoying the fantastic competition at Mill Rythe 4 of
our senior men, their coach and a head of delegation are over 3,000
miles away at this year’s World Championships in Desbiens, Canada.
We will try to keep you updated with their progress during the weekend
if we can, and as much as the time difference allows. Martin Hughes has
taken his streaming equipment so look out for some FacebookLive
posts.

WOMEN IN PETANQUE
You may recall that at a previous Inter-Regional Championship we
launched an initiative to encourage more women to take part in our
sport. Since then Hassi Leverett and her team of helpers have been
working very hard to promote petanque to women and a number of
events have taken place around the country.
They have also produced a great newsletter and I would encourage you
all to read it. There are some great interviews with some of our top female players and reports on the group’s activities. Is there something
you could replicate in your Region? Or have you done something that
they could include next time? Read it here:
http://www.englishpetanque.org.uk/documents/WIP/WIP%
20Newsletter%20Issue%203%20-%20August%202018.pdf

WEBSITE AND EMAIL ADDRESSES
Work continues on the new website specification but, as is so often the
case, it is more complex than initial thoughts would suggest so please
continue to

WELL DONE—YOU’VE MADE IT TO THE END
I hope you have found something interesting or informative.
Last time I asked for any Regional or Club content that we could share
but unfortunately nothing has arrived yet. I know a lot of you are sharing information via social media platforms but that doesn’t always reach
outside your Region, or those we aren’t connected to Facebook etc. so
once again I would like to appeal for anything you are proud of so that
we can share news of the sport we all love.

If you have anything just send it to
events@englishpetanque.org.uk

