
 
 

MERCIA PETANQUE ASSOCIATION 
 

Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition Rules 2020 
 
1. Entry  

1.1 Entry to the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition is open to members of the Mercia Pétanque 
Association holding a valid PE licence. For a licence to be valid it must be signed by the holder 
themselves. A member’s licence must have their picture attached to be eligible for the Inter-
Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament.  

1.2.  Junior members of the Mercia Pétanque Association will be selected by the region’s YDO for 
the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition junior team. Junior members selected must hold a 
valid junior PE licence.  

1.3.  Entry to the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition must be made in advance via the website. 
The deadline for entries is the 14th  March 2020. Only completed entries submitted by the 
entry deadline will be accepted. All competing members must make a commitment to 
represent their team in the Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament. 

1.4.  The entry fee for the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition is £10 per person. In the case of a 
fourth named player or a substitute being added to the team after the entry deadline, they 
must also pay the £10 entry fee before playing.  

1.5.  Entry for the junior team is free of charge.  

1.6.  Incomplete and late entries will not be accepted.  
 
2. Team Format  

2.1.  Teams may enter three or four named players for the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition.  

2.2.  Teams of three named players may enter a fourth named player after the entry deadline, and 
providing that he/she has paid the entry fee before playing.  

2.3.  The team may play any three of the named players during any game in the Inter-Regional 
Qualifying Competition; this will also apply at the Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge 
Tournament.  

2.4.  A team may apply to the Regional Management Committee to use a single substitute for one 
Inter-Regional qualifying round in the place of a named team player, if two players from a four 
player team or one player from a three player team are unable to attend. To be a substitute, 
the player must not have already played in the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition.  

2.5.  A team of three named players, who have used a substitute in a previous round, may play the 
same player again, but this player must then join the team as a fourth named player.  

2.6.  If a named player in a four person team is unable to attend any of the regional qualifying 
events, the team may apply to the Regional Management Committee to replace the named 
player, with a different named player. This replacement player may have been a substitute 
used by that team in a previous round.  

2.7.  Any junior player used as a substitute will still be eligible for the junior team.  
 
3. Competition Format  

3.1.  The competition will take place over a series of qualifying rounds as required.  

3.2.  Each team who enters will normally play all other entrants over the duration of the 
competition in a ‘Round Robin’ format, but this is subject to change dependant on the number 
of entries.  



3.3.  All teams must play in all of the qualifying rounds.  

3.4.  All games will be played on designated pistes.  

3.5.  Where a timed game format is played, once the timer has sounded, players will complete the 
end they are on and then play one further end. In the event of a tie at the conclusion of the 
final end, one extra end MUST be played in order to reach a winning conclusion. 

 Please note: Mercia may be using timed games for 2020 competitions. If so, details will be 
confirmed at the start of the competition. There may also be a change to the time permitted 
between throws, again, details will be announced at the start of the competition. 

3.6. Teams may use their fourth player as a substitute in a game following the completion of the 
first end. Substitutions must be made at the completion of an end. After the substitution has 
been made, no further substitutions will be permitted by that team until the game is 
completed. (Please ensure that your opponents and the umpire are aware that a substitution 
is being made).  

3.7.  The junior team will normally play every team in the same way as any other adult team; the 
result of games against juniors will not count towards the overall standing.  

3.8.  Placing in the tournament table using the ‘Round Robin’ format will be determined by:  
i.    Number of games won;  

ii.   In the case of equal games won, then points difference;  

iii.  In the case of equal games won and equal points difference, then points for;  

iv.  In the event of teams being equal after all the above, then the result of the game between   
 them will decide the position.  

 
4. Registration  

4.1.  Registration for each regional qualifying round will take place between 9.00 and 9.20am, with 
start of play planned to commence promptly at 9.30am.  

4.2.  Each Captain will be required to sign the entry form to confirm that his/her team have read, 
understood and agree to abide by the rules of the competition and by the ‘Mercia Code of 
Conduct 2020’. Players joining a team after the first regional qualifier round must also sign to 
confirm that they have read, understood and agree to abide by the rules of the competition 
and by the ‘Mercia Code of Conduct 2020’, this must be done by the end of registration at the 
first event they attend. The acceptance of the ‘Code of Conduct’ terms shall apply for the 
entire regional qualifying competition, including the Inter-Regional Championship and 
Challenge Tournaments.  

4.3.  Each player will be required to produce their licence for inspection during registration; failure 
to do so will result in a £5 fine or disqualification of the player from the Inter-Regional 
Qualifying Competition. In the case of licences having been ordered, but not yet received, the 
Regional Management Committee shall determine a player’s eligibility by means of its access 
to the national membership database.  

 
5. Scoring  

5.1.  At the start of each regional qualifying round, each team will be issued with a scorecard. It is 
the responsibility of each team to ensure that this scorecard be completed correctly and 
returned to the organiser at the end of play after each regional qualifying round; failure to do 
so may affect the qualifying eligibility of that team.  

5.2.  Team scores will be given out at the end of the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition.  
 

 
6. Team Qualification (In accordance with Petanque England competition rules) 

6.1.  The top eight Teams will be invited to represent the Mercia Pétanque Association at the Inter-
Regional Championships.  



6.2.  Teams finishing from ninth to twelfth will be invited to represent the Mercia Pétanque 
Association at the Inter-Regional Challenge Tournament.  

6.3.  If further teams are required for the Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament, 
then teams will be invited in sequential order of qualification.  

6.4.  A named player must have played in at least one qualifier round to remain eligible for 
qualification by right.  

6.5.  The Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament will be held by PE at venues 
and dates decided by the PE Management Committee.  

6.6.  Teams representing the Mercia Pétanque Association at any PE Events, must abide by PE rules, 
and must follow the PE and Mercia ‘Code of Conduct’.  

6.7.  Teams of three players may apply to the Regional Management Committee to add a fourth 
player after the conclusion of the regional qualifying competition. A fourth player added in this 
way must have already played in the regional qualifying competition.  

6.8.  If one member of a four member team cannot play in the Inter-Regional Championships and 
Challenge Tournament due to unforeseen circumstances then that team may represent the 
Mercia Pétanque Association at the Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament 
as a three member team. 

6.9.  If one member of a three member team or two members of a four member team cannot play 
in the Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament, then that team may apply to 
the Regional Management Committee to add a replacement player(s), who must have played 
in the regional qualifying competition. If further members of a team cannot play in the Inter-
Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament, then that team will be forced to stand 
down and their place will go to the next team down in sequential order of qualification.  

6.10. A team of three named players may apply to the Regional Management Committee to add a 
fourth player from another team. In this case, the team must contact the Regional 
Management Committee first, who will then consult the player, the team that the player 
would be leaving and the team the player would be joining.  

6.11.  If a qualified team wishes to move to a lower position in the rankings, they must submit their 
request to the Mercia Competition Sub-Committee, who will consider their request and 
adjudicate. The wishes of the team that would be required to play in their place will also be 
taken into account in reaching any decision.  

6.12. The Regional Management Committee will use its discretion if necessary in ensuring that 
regional representation is fully covered in emergency or unforeseen situations.  

6.13. Teams representing the Mercia Pétanque Association will be required to wear matching 
regional kit consisting of a shirt, sweatshirt, fleece and trousers. The complete kit will be 
provided by the MPA at a cost to the player. Regional kit must be worn throughout play at the 
Inter-Regional Championships and Challenge Tournament. In addition, players must wear 
suitable (enclosed toe) footwear. Waterproofs may be worn which do not necessarily have to 
match the regional kit.  

6.14. A playing protocol was introduced by Mercia Petanque Association in November 2016, this 
protocol was devised so that teams that are looking to use/add players from other clubs have 
to ask permission from that club to use their player in a regional competition before 
approaching the player in person. This protocol also adds clarity where a potential conflict of 
interest exists when a player has membership at two individual clubs.  
See protocol below:  

 “if a player is a member of more than one club that are entered in the same competition, 
then the club for which he/she has the longest unbroken membership or is registered with 
the EPA shall have first claim on his/her services in that competition.  It is important that the 
player or club concerned gain an agreement with the Captain of the first claim club before 
entering the player in the competition.” 



7. Ratification of Results  
7.1.  At the conclusion of the Regional Qualifying Competition the results and scorecards will be 

checked by a scrutineer to confirm their accuracy.  

7.2.  Provisional results will normally be announced at the end of the last regional qualifying round.  

7.3.  The Regional Management Committee will publish the overall results at the earliest 
opportunity.  

 
 
8. Referrals and Applications to the Regional Management Committee  

8.1.  Enquiries relating to the Regional Qualifying Competition must be made in writing to the 
Regional Secretary by a nominated team captain.  

8.2.  Enquiries will be passed by the Regional Secretary to the Regional Competition Sub-Committee 
for investigation and consideration.  

8.3.  Depending on the nature of the enquiry, the Regional Competition Sub-Committee may refer 
the enquiry to the Regional Management Committee. When a decision has been reached it will 
be communicated to the Regional Secretary.  

8.4.  The Regional Secretary will communicate the decision to the enquirer and the Regional 
Management Committee.  

8.5.  Unless there is an overwhelming indication to the contrary, the decision will shortly thereafter 
be communicated to the other competing teams in the Inter-Regional Qualifying Competition.  

8.6.  An enquiry arising during play and requiring an urgent decision must be referred directly to the 
appointed Umpire for that day’s regional qualifying round. The Umpire may consult with the 
Regional Competition Sub-Committee in coming to a decision.  

8.7.  The Umpire will then communicate the decision to the enquirer and any effected teams and 
where appropriate, is authorised to call an intermission in play.  

 
IN THE EVENT OF ANY DISPUTE WITH THESE RULES THE REGIONAL MANAGMENT COMMITTEE DECISION SHALL BE FINAL 


